
 

Through the Platinum Years! 
Subject: History 

 

School Development Priorities:    
1.  To develop the use of vocabulary and reading throughout History.  
2. To develop the knowledge and awareness of chronology and the importance of the use of sources 

 

KS2 Vocabulary KS3 Vocabulary 

Monarch 
King/ Queen 
Heirs 
Family tree 
Coronation 
Chronology 
Heirs 

Primary, secondary, tertiary sources 
Bias  
The Plantagenet  
The Tudors 
The Stewarts 
The Hanoverians 
The Windsor 

Revolution 
Imperialism 
Empire 
Monarchy 
Change 

Causation 
Continuity 
Adaption 
Impact 
Compare/ contrast 

KS2 Writing Assessment Opportunities KS3 Writing Assessment Opportunities 

Accurate timelines 
Presentations 
Individual topics 
Mini biographies 
Compare and contrast activities. 
 

Creation of accurate timelines 
Presentation of information researched. 
Balanced arguments  
Comparing and contrasting documents 

Click View Links 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Term:  Summer 1&2   Subject: History  

National Curriculum Content   ARE Objectives    Lessons   Useful Resources  

Key Stage 2 (Year 3 & 4): Significant Kings and Queens 
Key Inquiry Question: 

 

The lives of significant 
individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national 
and international 
achievements. 
 
How have Kings and Queens 
of the past affected my life 
today? 

Year 2 
Pupils can accurately order events 
they have learnt about from 
furthest away to most recent 
Pupils can draw timelines, 
beginning to place areas of study 
on them 
Pupils can remember and use a 
range of names and words specific 
to areas of study 
Pupils can use words and phrases 
accurately to indicate periods of 
time e.g., a long time ago, ancient, 
centuries 
Pupils are able to accurately 
answer simple questions related to 
an area of study confidently 
Pupils can remember key events 
about the areas they have studied  
Pupils can begin to identify how we 
know about past events 
Pupils can begin to identify 
different representations of history 
e.g., books, visual clips, letters 
 
Year 3  
Pupils are developing their 
knowledge of chronology and can 

Lesson 1 – timeline 
Pupils will explore past, present, and future Kings/Queens, focusing on key dates and 
some important facts. They will look at the timeline and who is next in line to the throne. 
Pupils will watch a short fun video about the timeline of kings and queens. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGwj6XbtlPA 
TASK: using the images and the information given the pupils need to match them all up 
and then put them into chronological order. Do this in pairs. 
 
Lesson 2 - William the Conqueror and the battle of Hastings 
Go through the PowerPoint with the pupils about the facts that led up to the crowing of 
King William – talk about the other candidates and why they thought that they should be 
king. 
TASK: pupils to complete the differentiated sheets about the different candidates telling 
me facts about them all and which one that they think should have been king. 
 
Then discuss how they think England would have felt about having a French king and why! 
 
Lesson 3 - Richard I and the Crusades 
Discuss with the pupils that this king was also known as Richard the Lionheart – what does 
this tell us about him? Why do we think he may have been given this nickname? 
 
Inform the pupils that he was the king that spent the least amount of time in England as 
he was abroad fighting crusades – do the pupils know this term? This is a religious war 
that Christians fought in faraway countries 
 
Use the website https://www.historyforkids.net/richard-the-lionheart.html to tell the 
pupils about his life. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGwj6XbtlPA
https://www.historyforkids.net/richard-the-lionheart.html


place periods of history they have 
learnt about accurately on a 
timeline 
Pupils can remember and use a 
range of names and words linked 
to the area they are studying. 
Pupils are beginning to learn a few 
words related to history in general 
as well as periods of history e.g., 
empire, parliament, civilisation etc. 
Pupils are beginning to ask more 
in-depth questions for their age to 
develop their understanding  
Pupils are able to answer questions 
accurately related to the area of 
study  
Pupils can use sources to justify 
their answers 
Pupils remember a range of key 
facts and information from this 
area of study. 
Pupils can identify at least two 
ways we gather information  
Pupils are able to use at least one 
type of source of information 
confidently 
 
Year 4  
Pupils are becoming more secure 
in their knowledge of chronology 
and can place periods of history 
they have learnt about accurately 
on a timeline 

TASK: put an image of Richard I in the middle of their page and the pupils can write words 
and facts about him around it. 
HAPS – do they think he was a good King of England and why! 
 
Lesson 4 – Who was Richard III – use of sources 
Who Was Richard III? Introduce some interesting facts about Richard III’s life including the 
disappearance of the princes in the tower and his downfall at the Battle of Bosworth.  
How Do We Know About Richard III? Use the PowerPoint to discuss the Richard III. Which 
are the most reliable sources of information?  
Pupils to think about which sources are most reliable. Elicit that the Rous Roll, and other 
factual accounts written at the time, should be accurate because they are from the time 
Richard III was alive. The discovery of his skeleton proves how Richard III died, what he 
looked like, and even what he ate. Explain how the Shakespeare play is a fictional account 
of Richard IIII’s life and was written for a Tudor audience over 100 years after Richard had 
died. This means that the story will have been added to, to make it full of drama and to 
make it a good play. 
Was Richard III a Murderer? 
Explain to the pupils that we cannot know for sure whether Richard III was a murderer 
because there is no clear evidence or proof that shows he killed his nephews. It could be 
said that because of the stories surrounding the disappearance of his nephews, people 
may believe he killed them so he could be king.  
TASK: A Debate: As a class, in groups or in pairs, pupils to discuss what they think 
happened. They must use evidence where possible and justify their opinions. You could 
have small group or a whole-class debates about this and get pupils to explain their 
reasoning. 
 
Lesson 5 - Henry XIII and his six wives 
Discuss with the pupils that we are now going to talk about a king that did many things 
that changed the way that we live today – introduce the King – Henry VIII – do the pupils 
know anything about him? Use the PowerPoint to support the pupils and show images 
TASK: pupils to create a family tree of Henry VIII or to use the images and statements 
document 
HAPS – add detail as to why he formed the Church of England – To marry Anne Boleyn.  



Pupils can remember and use a 
range of names and words from 
the areas they have studied in Year 
4 as well as remembering some 
names and words from previous 
study  
Pupils understand a few words 
related to history in general as well 
as periods of history e.g., empire, 
parliament, civilisation etc. 
Pupils can ask questions to develop 
their understanding  
Pupils are beginning to challenge 
sources of information 
Pupils are beginning to show some 
organisation of information that is 
purposeful for responding to or 
asking questions 
Pupils remember a range of key 
facts and information from the 
area they are studying and can 
remember a few facts from 
previous areas of study  
Pupils are beginning to understand 
how our knowledge of history is 
developed through a range of 
sources  
Pupils are able to use at least one 
type of source of information 
confidently and are beginning to 
use at least two different types of 
sources e.g., books, internet, visual 
clips 

 
 
Lesson 6 - James I and the Gunpowder plot 
Introduce the monarch James I and explain that he was an important king as he was the 
first king of both Scotland and England. Inform the pupils that he was unpopular with the 
Catholics. Watch the video https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-
why-did-the-gunpowder-plot-happen/zv462v4 and discuss with the pupils what had 
happened – then watch the second episode which explains what happened. 
TASK – pupils to story board the gunpowder plot explaining why it happened in simple 
terms. LAPS to have the main points given to them to order. 
 
Lesson 7 - Victoria and the age of invention 
Discuss with the pupils that Victoria had an important reign as many events happened in 
her lifetime that affect us today! Go through the PowerPoint and look at all the things that 
they recognise that we use today. 
 
TASK – the pupils to timeline the important events in her life – LAPS use the cards 
 
Lesson 8 - Elizabeth II our modern monarch 
What do the pupils know about the current Queen of England? Use the Newsround 
website to upskill the pupils in the key events of her life and reign 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44370212  
 
TASK: pupils to create mini biographies about Queen Elizabeth and her family – pupils can 
then share their information with the rest of the class 
 
Lesson 9 – to compare and contrast Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II 
Recap what we know about these two monarchs from our previous sessions 
When Did They Rule? Compare the different historical periods of Elizabeth and Victoria’s 
reigns, focusing on the similar duration of their reign and long lives.  
Give out the fact cards (these will need cutting up or scissors given out) containing key 
facts about Elizabeth II and Queen Victoria. Read the information and ask the pupils to 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-why-did-the-gunpowder-plot-happen/zv462v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-why-did-the-gunpowder-plot-happen/zv462v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44370212


find the corresponding fact for each queen and split them into two groups, one for each 
queen. Pupils could work in groups for this.  
Check Your Facts! Within the group of pupils seated around their table, look at each 
other’s comparisons. Have they placed the facts to the correct monarch? If they are 
different, encourage them to talk about what they can remember to decide on the correct 
information for each monarch.  
TASK pupils to create a table in their books that has key information about each Queen 
(depending on ability there is a comparison grid that can be used, or pupils can create and 
write their own table in books. Use this information to write comparisons statements 
about both as an extension.  
 

Key Stage 2 (Year 5 & 6) – The Royal family and how it has changed 

A study of an aspect or theme 
in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 – 
the changing power of 
monarchs. 
 
Can I understand who were 
the Kings and Queens of the 
past and how the British 
monarchy has changed over 
the years? 

Year 4 –  
Pupils are becoming more secure 
in their knowledge of chronology 
and can place periods of history 
they have learnt about accurately 
on a timeline 
Pupils can confidently make links 
between areas of history they have 
studied, identifying similarities and 
differences between them 
Pupils can remember and use a 
range of names and words from 
the areas they have studied in Year 
4 as well as remembering some 
names and words from previous 
study  
Pupils can generally use words and 
phrases to indicate time, talking 
about decades, centuries, 
millennium etc.  

Lesson 1 – what is a King or Queen? – context and terminology 
Starter – Put a sword, tiara, pearls, money (coins), bible, crown, school reading book and 
pen on a desk/table in front of the class (where possible make them physical items – 
photos attached.) Hold up each item and discuss what they are. 
Ask the class to think about whom they might belong to. 
Tell the class that they belong to a ‘monarch’ – a king or a queen. 
 
Ask the class to line up in age order. Then tell them that in England the tradition has been 
that the eldest son of the ruling royal family becomes the next king (unless there are no 
sons, and then it is the eldest daughter who becomes queen). Place the crown on the head 
of the eldest boy in the class. Discuss why this may change 
Exploring coronation: When a person becomes King or Queen they wear a crown, ring, and 
sit on a throne holding a sceptre and orb. Pupils will watch sections of Elizabeth II 
coronation  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52NTjasbmgw 
TASK: pupils to define the terms “King” “Queen” “Monarch” Coronation” 
Pupils to write an explanation of what a coronation is 
 
Lesson 2 – timeline 
Pupils will explore past, present, and future Kings/Queens, focusing on key dates and 
some important facts. They will look at the timeline and who is next in line to the throne. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52NTjasbmgw


Pupils understand a few words 
related to history in general as well 
as periods of history e.g., empire, 
parliament, civilisation etc. 
Pupils can ask questions to develop 
their understanding and are 
beginning to challenge sources of 
information 
Pupils remember a range of key 
facts and information from areas 
of study in Year 4 and can 
remember a few facts from 
previous areas of study  
Pupils are beginning to understand 
how our knowledge of history is 
developed through a range of 
sources  
Pupils are able to use at least one 
type of source of information 
confidently and are beginning to 
use at least two different types of 
sources e.g., books, internet, visual 
clips 
 
Year 5 
Pupils have a secure knowledge of 
chronology and are mostly 
accurately in placing a range of 
historical events from around the 
world on a timeline 
Pupils can draw their own timeline, 
generally producing accurate 

Pupils will watch a short fun video about the timeline of kings and queens. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGwj6XbtlPA 
TASK:  
Different sized pictures of British monarchs to use on a timeline – small version for books, 
larger versions for group work and A4 version for whole-class tasks. 
Pupils will work in pairs have pictures with kings/queens and dates (significant British 
monarchs. They will have a timeline and will organize these dates in the right place.  
 
Lesson 3 – the different houses of the Monarchs 
Discuss with the pupils if they know the surname of the monarch – inform that this is 
Windsor – what do the pupils think that this tells us about the Royal family. However, this 
is not the case and that they actual belong to the Saxe Coburg’s which originate from 
Europe. Do the pupils think that all the past kings and queens have had the same 
surname? 
 
Look at the different houses and which monarchs belong to each house - 
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/KingsQueensofBritain/ 
TASK – pupils to create a mind map of the different houses and then put underneath the 
dates of the houses and the monarchs that belonged to each of the houses. 
 
Lesson 4 & 5 – Understanding how inheritance works 
Start by asking if pupils know how the next king/queen is ‘chosen.’ Have key vocabulary – 
inherit, heir, heiress, next-in-line etc and see if the pupils know what these words mean. 

Explain that we are going to investigate how the British monarchy works and who would 
be the next king/queen and how they inherit it. A Monarch’s Family: Use the pictures of 
royal family paintings to discuss how the next generation of royalty are represented. Talk 
about the significance of where the oldest son is positioned and represented in the 
pictures. Why is the family and having pupils so important to a king or queen?  

Explain how without an obvious heir, it becomes potentially very difficult to select a new 
monarch. 

Queen Victoria’s Family:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGwj6XbtlPA
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/KingsQueensofBritain/


intervals and adding to it as they 
learn about new periods of history 
Pupils can compare historical 
periods, identifying similarities and 
differences between them 
Pupils can remember and use 
names and words from the areas 
they have studied in Year 5 as well 
as remembering some names and 
words from previous study  
Pupils can use words and phrases 
to indicate time, talking about 
decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils understand some words 
related to history in general as well 
as periods of history e.g., empire, 
parliament, civilisation etc. 
Pupils can challenge sources of 
information 
Pupils are beginning to make 
purposeful selection about 
information they wish to include in 
responses 
Pupils can organise information 
purposefully when responding to 
or asking questions 
Pupils remember key facts and 
information from areas of study in 
Year 5 and can remember 
information from previous areas of 
study  
Pupils are building their 
understanding of how our 

Use the Royal Family – Family Tree document to show information about Queen Victoria, 
her position on the timeline, her pupils and family tree. Point out her relationship with 
Queen Elizabeth II (Great Grandmother).  

The Family Tree: Talk about why a family tree is so important to a royal family.  

Task: Pupils to complete a family tree for the current Royal Family (this will help to 

consolidate understanding of heirs to the throne etc. Use document with pictures of 

current royal family on – limited number of family members so not to confuse pupils. 

Using only the current queen plus husband, Prince Charles, and wives + children and 

grandchildren.  

Lesson 6/7 – Individual project 

Discuss with the pupils that over the next lessons that they are going to choose a 

king/Queen that they are interested in and that they are going to find facts, images and 

then put together a little presentation that they can then share with the rest of the class 

or have videoed if they do not want to stand up and do it. 

Discuss with the pupils' expectations and what it needs to include but that they can do it 

in a style of their own choosing e.g., big poster, PowerPoint etc. Model this to the pupils! 

TASK: pupils to use the information that I will provide as well as the Internet to find 

information and visuals and then put together a presentation – support given where 

required. 

Lesson 8 – Presentation 
Discuss with the pupils that they are going to be presenting today – go through the 
features of what makes a good presentation (S&L targets) and model what they should 
and then should not do – make it fun!! 
 
TASK: Pupils to have a go at practicing their presentation and then one at a time they can 
present their ideas to the class or to an iPad if they are feeling worried. Everyone will have 
a go at presenting 
 



knowledge of history is developed, 
identifying how a range of sources 
build up our knowledge and 
understanding  
Pupils can access different sources, 
including using books, the internet, 
film clips and direct sources such 
as letters, diaries etc. 
 
Year 6 
Pupils have a secure knowledge of 
chronology, accurately placing a 
range of historical events from 
around the world on a timeline 
Pupils can draw their own timeline, 
deciding on accurate intervals and 
adding to it as they learn about 
new periods of history 
Pupils can compare a range of 
historical periods, identifying a 
number of similarities and 
differences between them and 
why this is 
Pupils can remember and use a 
range of names and words from 
the areas they have studied over 
the years  
Pupils can use a range of words 
and phrases to indicate time, 
talking about decades, centuries, 
millennium etc.  
Pupils understand a range of words 
related to history in general as well 



as periods of history e.g., empire, 
parliament, civilisation etc 
Pupils can ask a range of questions, 
creating questions that develop 
understanding about change, 
cause, and significance 
Pupils can challenge sources, 
questioning the validity of these 
and whether they have been 
created for propaganda 
Pupils can purposefully select 
information when forming 
responses to questions 
Pupils have a wide-ranging 
knowledge about historical events, 
from local history to world history  
Pupils can access a wide range of 
sources, including using books, the 
internet, film clips and direct 
sources such as letters, diaries etc. 

Key Stage 3 (Year 7) History of Doncaster 

A Local History studies 
 
Can I investigate how 
Doncaster was formed and 
how it has changed and 
adapted throughout history? 

GCSE Entry Level 2 

 the names of a number of 
different time periods  

 describe what areas have 
changed or stayed the same  

 describe different types of 
evidence (e.g., what an eye- 
witness account is or what 
artefacts are)  

 give two reasons why an 
event happened  

Lesson 1 THE ROMAN FORT AT DONCASTER  
The history of Doncaster began when the Romans built a fort around about 71 AD. The 
Romans called the fort Danum. However, in the 4th century Roman civilization declined 
and the last Roman soldiers left Britain in 407 AD. After the Romans left a village there was 
a village by the fort. It was called Don ceaster. In time the name changed to Doncaster.  
Recap the main details about the Romans – where they came from and the dates that they 
invaded Britain. Go through the PowerPoint about the Roman Legacy and all the different 
areas in which they have impacted our lives.  
TASKS  
Discuss the main Roman Road that goes through Yorkshire.  

 

 

 



 describe some historical 
events or people from history 
that have been identified as 
significant  

 
 
GCSE Entry Level 3 

 about some features of past 
societies and periods and can 
identify the dates of some 
events, people and changes 
that have happened in those 
periods  

 describe several examples of 
what has changed or stayed 
the same from past societies  

 begin to judge how much 
things have changed by  

 use sources of information to 
answer questions about the 
past  

 describe with some detail at 
least 3 reasons why an event 
happened  

 give reasons why some 
events, people and changes 
might be judged as more 
historically significant than 
others  

 

Discuss that Doncaster was called Danum, pupils to look at the extract and produce why 
they think that the Romans would have settled here – pupils to highlight the sections that 
they get given – these are to be differentiated.  
   
Lesson 2/3 – The Normans and their castles  
https://doncasterhistory.wordpress.com/local-history-1/the-normans/  
Discuss with the pupils who the Normans were and why they came to England – discuss 
how the North did not like them and to try and control them the Normans built castles.  
TASKS:  
Conisbrough Castle – pupils to find out about the history of Conisbrough, the type of castle 
it is, what life might have been like.  
   
Lesson 4/5 - DONCASTER IN THE MIDDLE AGES  
In the 12th century Doncaster grew into a busy town. In 1194 King Richard I gave 
Doncaster a charter (a document granting or confirming certain rights). In the Middle Ages 
Doncaster was a busy little market town although it would seem tiny to us. In 1204 
Doncaster suffered a disastrous fire. In the Middle Ages most buildings were of wood, so 
fire was a constant hazard. On the other hand, if buildings did burn, they could easily be 
replaced. The street name gate is derived from the old Danish word 'gata' which meant 
street. In Medieval towns craftsmen of one type tended to live in the same street. Baxter 
is an old word for baker, so Baxtergate in Doncaster was the baker's street. Frenchgate 
may be named after French speaking Normans who settled there. In the 14th century 
friars arrived in Doncaster. The friars were like monks but instead of withdrawing from the 
world they went out to preach. In 1307 Franciscan friars arrived in Doncaster. They were 
called grey friars because of the colour of their costumes. Carmelites or white friars 
arrived in the middle of the 14th century.  
TASKS:  
Pupils to research who Richard 1 was/ or to research the Franciscan/ Carmelite monks 
who impacted the development of Doncaster. Pupils to create fact files of their chosen 
person.  
   
Lesson 6 - Plague and the Middle Ages  

https://doncasterhistory.wordpress.com/local-history-1/the-normans/


 – not much is known about Doncaster in this period other than it got struck by the plague 
lots of times!  
https://doncasterhistory.wordpress.com/local-history-2/plague/  
TASKS:  
Pupils to research the Plague – what it was, what the symptoms were and other 
information.  
Watch the documentary – make notes etc  
Pupils can present the information as they choose  
   
Lesson 7/8 - DONCASTER IN THE 19TH CENTURY  
By 1831 Doncaster had a population of 10,000. By the standards of the time, it was quite 
large. However, like all towns in those days it was dirty and unsanitary and many of the 
inhabitants lived in squalid and overcrowded conditions. However, things improved in the 
late 19th century when sewers were built in Doncaster and a piped water supply was 
created. An infirmary opened in Doncaster in 1853. The first free public library in 
Doncaster opened in 1869.  
A new Guildhall was built in 1847 and a Corn Exchange, where grain was bought and sold 
was built in 1873. Meanwhile the railway reached Doncaster in 1849. Railways meant the 
end of the stagecoaches, but they brought new prosperity to the town. The first public 
library in Doncaster opened in 1869.  
St Georges Church was rebuilt in 1858. It was designed by the architect Sir George Gilbert 
Scott (1811-1878).  
In 1827 the Corporation decided to light the streets of Doncaster with gas. Doncaster 
gained electric light in 1899.  
In 1853 the Great Northern Railway moved its engine building works from Boston to 
Doncaster. The engine works became the main employer in the town. In the late 19th and 
20th centuries industry in Doncaster was dominated by engineering.  
TASKS:  
Pupils to research the different places that came into the forefront at this period – pupils 
to include images and information.  
This can also be linked to a trip to Doncaster Town Centre so that the pupils can compare 
and contrast 
 

https://doncasterhistory.wordpress.com/local-history-2/plague/


Key Stage 3 (Year 8) – The Industrial Revolution 

Ideas, political power, 
industry, and empire: Britain, 
1745-1901. 
 
Can I understand why the 
Industrial Revolution 
happened, how it changed 
the lives of the Victorians and 
how it has impacted my life 
today? 

GCSE Entry Level 2 

 the names of a number of 
different time periods  

 describe what areas have 
changed or stayed the same  

 describe different types of 
evidence (e.g., what an eye- 
witness account is or what 
artefacts are)  

 give two reasons why an 
event happened  

 describe some historical 
events or people from history 
that have been identified as 
significant  

 
 
GCSE Entry Level 3 

 about some features of past 
societies and periods and can 
identify the dates of some 
events, people and changes 
that have happened in those 
periods  

 describe several examples of 
what has changed or stayed 
the same from past societies  

 begin to judge how much 
things have changed by  

 use sources of information to 
answer questions about the 
past  

Lesson 1 – what was the Industrial revolution? 
Discuss with the pupils that we are going to be looking at the period 1745 to 1901. Do the 
pupils know what was happening in Britain at this time? What do they think life was like at 
the start of the period and what do they think life was like at the end? 
Introduce the term “Industrial Revolution” have the pupils heard of this? Pupils to 
complete their concepts maps. Then discuss that this was a period heavily influenced by 
the introduction of machinery and industrial and a move away from small family-owned 
craft workshops 
TASK: Pupils to watch the video and make notes –then to create a simple paragraph 
explaining what the ID was all about 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl_-6WPQ4Sg  
 
Lesson 2 – the causes 
Discuss with the pupils that now we know what it was – we need to understand what 
caused it to occur. Go through the PowerPoint and look at the different factors that led up 
to the Industrial Revolution. 
TASK: pupils to mind map the causes and then if capable to rank them in order of 
importance and then to share their rankings with the rest of the class justifying their 
responses 
 
Lesson 3 – new inventions during the Industrial revolution 
Discuss that this was a period when new inventions were introduced to make life easier, 
materials quicker to produce and for people to get rich quick! 
Spinning Jenny, Steam engine, Water Loom, Electrical telegraph etc 
TASK: pupils to choose one/ two of the inventions and use the iPad to find out more 
information about it and then to present their findings to the class 
 
Lesson 4 – the lives of children during the Industrial revolution 
Discuss with the pupils that children were seen as free labour during the Industrial 
revolution – what kinds of jobs do you think that the children would have had to do? Why 
children? 
Look then at the Factory Act that was brought in – what effect did this have for children? 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl_-6WPQ4Sg


 describe with some detail at 
least 3 reasons why an event 
happened  

 give reasons why some 
events, people and changes 
might be judged as more 
historically significant than 
others  

 

Use of source material for the pupils to use and look at to support their ideas 
TASK: pupils to describe life for pupils in the factories before and after the Factory act – 
compare and contrast 
 
Lesson 5/6 – life within the new towns and cities – disease and crime 
Discuss the fact that increased people were moving from the countryside into the new 
towns and cities as this is where they could earn money. What do the pupils think these 
towns and cities were like? Discuss the differences between the rich and the poor. Lead 
this into crime and the introduction of the Police Force 
TASK: pupils to use the information sheets to create a fact sheet about the different issues 
that the new towns and cities faced.  
 
Lesson 7/8 – the Great Exhibition and life after 
Discuss what the great exhibition was and why it was seem as being so important to the 
British Empire – look at the images and watch the video clips. 
Then discuss as a class why the Industrial revolution was so important and the effects that 
we see today 
TASK: pupils to create a piece of work based on how the industrial revolution has 
improved/ damaged the quality of life that we have today 

Key Stage 3 (Year 9) – The English Civil War 

The development of Church, 
state, and society in Britain 
1509-1745. 
 
Can I understand why Britain 
had a Civil War and why it 
decided to execute the King? 
Can I state which side I would 
have been on and why? 

Level 1 
 

 how to show some 
understanding of why things 
existed at the times they did  

 assess how much an event or 
person has changed or stayed 
the same across different 
periods  

 begin to recognise patterns 
over time  

 describe different opinions 
from sources  

Lesson 1 – context lesson 
Discuss with the pupils that we are going to be looking at the English Civil war – what do 
they know about this? Pupils to complete their concept maps. 
Introduce the idea of "absolutism" what do they think this mean? Now bring in Charles I 
and talk about what he was like as a monarch – do you think that he was liked? Not liked? 
Respected? Not respected? Why? Do you think the opinions would differ through society? 
Why? 
TASK: create fact file of Charles I 
 
Lesson 2 causes of the Civil war 
Ask the pupils the question – what is the difference between a war and a civil war? Get 
the pupils to share their ideas and then explain the concept that a civil war happens within 
one country, and it is the same nationalities fighting each other. 

 



 identify and describe both 
causes and consequences of 
the main events studied  

 describe different opinions 
about events or people from 
the past  

 
GCSE Level 1 
 

 how to put some local, British, 
and international events, 
people, and periods into a 
timeline  

 that some people/events can 
be more important than 
others  

 explain what has changed, 
what has stayed the same and 
by how much across different 
periods and within the same 
periods  

 recognise patterns over time 
consistently  

 suggest some reasons for 
different interpretations of 
the past  

 choose examples from 
sources which relate to a 
question  

 begin to explain how one 
event can lead to another  

 begin to explain clear reasons 
for different interpretations  

Why did we have a civil war? Recap about the personality of the King from the previous 
session and then go through the PowerPoint explaining the 3 main areas: religion, power, 
and money 
TASK: complete a Venn diagram showing the interaction of the main causes of the Civil 
war. 
 
Lesson 3 – How did Britain split? 
Discuss with the pupils that the King believed in Absolute power and that he did not want 
to share this Power with the Parliament – go through the PowerPoint and really focus on 
the issues between the King and Parliament and how this boiled over into tension and 
then action. The discuss how the followers became known as Cavaliers and Roundheads 
TASK: pupils to create a table with the beliefs of the monarch on one side and then beliefs 
of parliament on the other OR split the class in half – half are parliamentarians and half 
are cavaliers – they must argue about who is right and why! 
 
Lesson 4 - Cavaliers and Roundheads 
Recap the work from the previous session and ensure that the pupils understand the 
differences between the two sides, this will include what they stood for, who they 
followed and what they looked like – why would they want to be so distinct from each 
other? 
TASK – reading the information given OR using IPADs the pupils can find out information 
about the two sides 
Lesson 5 – what were the main events of the ECW? 
Discuss the main events of the ECW using the website: 
https://www.totallytimelines.com/english-civil-war-causes-and-events-1625-1649/ ensure 
that the pupils understand the different events and how they built up and influenced each 
other. 
TASK – pupils to complete the timeline of the main events of the ECW 
 
Lesson 6 – why did Parliament win the war? 
Go through the PowerPoint and look at the key factors. Then discuss with the pupils that 
these factors can be categorised under: Military, Economic, Leadership and Organisation – 
discuss these terms model a few with the pupils. 

https://www.totallytimelines.com/english-civil-war-causes-and-events-1625-1649/


 make judgements using a 
criterion as to what is/isn’t 
significant  

 

TASK: in pairs the pupils are to categorise the rest of the factors and then using this 
information the pupils can write about why the Parliament won using a differentiated 
number of reasons 
 
Lesson 7/8 - Execution of Charles I 
Discuss with the pupils that when the war was over there was a massive issue as to what 
to do with the king, why do the pupils think that this was a problem? SO, they put him on 
trial for treason – do they think that Parliament expected to find him guilty? Why did they 
sentence him to death? Why do they think that some in Parliament were reluctant to kill 
the king 
* The role of Cromwell 
Maybe watch the clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqCFSg5xSw4 
TASK: should the king have been executed? Pupils to use the for and against argument 
cards to produce 
A balanced argument 
A biased argument for one side or the other 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqCFSg5xSw4

